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OPERATION
ARGUS TODAY
"Oh where oh where has my little
dog gone?" the lines from an old
song can easily have been asked
when referring to Argus - the
hospital's cost containment
program's symbolic watchdog who
has been dormant for several months
now.
Well, Argus is back - he is alive
and well and announcing 2 new
award winners in the hospital's
effort to commend employees coming
up with a suggestion to cut the cost
'f providing care.
Since the first award was given to
Bill Hoffert, Pulmonary Function,
Polly Preston, R.N., and Becky
Finley, R.N., in November, 1978, the
committee has been examining many
different ideas submitted by various
hospital departments. Administrative and procedural problems caused
a slowdown in reporting on the
sta tus of these ideas and the
awarding of checks, but the
committee has reorganized its
operating procedures and is back on
track making awards and ready to
receive new suggestions - they're
taking on all comers!
The 2 awards being announced
and pictured here demonstrate
savings in numbers ...
witness the
checks in the names of Ray Smith
and Jim Hofst~tter on your right.
Samples of other ideas which have
been suggested, some of which are
being further researched, include:
bulk purchasing, windmills, stamps
instead of labels, 4-day work .weeks
reduce overtime and sick time,
netal detectors to check linen,
finding those lost charge slips,
reselling and reusing batteries, and
security patrols.
Your idea is probably a good one
- submit it to the Operation Argus
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DANCE TO THE. MUSIC!
There's going to be a party! Maybe the biggest bash you've ever been at! And
it's all in celebration of the Hospital Center's 5th Birthday. Mark Saturday,
September 8, on your calendar now. The place is Agricultural Hall in the
Fairgrounds, from 8:00P.M. to 2:00 A.M. Lots of fun, food, drink, and music
will be on hand.
All Hospital Center employees, Medical Staff. Volunteers, Auxilians, and
involved community members will be invited to partake in the festivities and
dance to the music of three great bands: "Steppin Out," providing country rock
and some "down home" good times; "The Matt Gillespie Orchestra" with that
great big band sound and disco; and a soon to be announced rock n' roll band
that'll be sure to have you off your feet all night long!
There'll be plenty to eat and drink, with a ticket price to fit your Saturday
~~b~&
.
Invitations to this grand event will be sent out soon, so watch for it in your
mail. If you have any questions or would like to help plan and work on the big
event, lease call Public Relations at 82.1-3084.
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TheCente~
Welcomes
To Admitting
Christine Vaneck
To Business Office
Elizabeth Knauss
To Dietary
Steve Shill
Gerald Stoudt
To Housekeeping
Ruth Guadalupe
To Laboratory
Vivian Rodriguez
Carol Serfass
To Nursing
Madeline Horne
Carol Sterk
To Radiology
Linda Puchalski
Harriet Taylor
Margaret Townsend

Reminder
Auxiliary Dues
The Auxiliary year book is ready
to go to the printer. If you haven't
paid your dues as yet, please send
them immediately to Norma Scanlon,
Treasurer, 366 Spruce Street,
Emmaus, PA 18049.

CHANGES IN
Nursing

• • •

Kathryn Knauss, R.N., has been appointed Head Nurse on 5A. Kay, who has
been on 5A since August, 1977, graduated Magna Cum Laude from Trenton
State College with a B.S. in Nursing.
Jennifer Rittler, R.N., SCU, will replace Fran Worman, R.N., as Unit Instructor
on the 5th floor. Jennifer holds a B.S. in Nursing from East Stroudsburg State '
College, and has been at the Center since January, 1977, working on 3B and 4C
prior to joining the SCU staff in January.
Fran will be taking a year's
personal leave of absence to become
a volunteer in the Associate-InDiaconal Service program sponsored
by the Deaconess Community of the
Lutheran Church in America. Fran
began at the Center as a Burn Unit
staff nurse in October, 1974, and
was promoted to Unit Instructor in
August, 1976. She is a graduate of
The Allentown Hospital School of
Nursing and has a B.S. in Education
(Major in Public School Nursing)
from East Stroudsburg State College.
Jennifer Rittler; Kay Knauss

SPD
A very familiar face to many of us
since the Hospital Center opened
almost five years ago won't be seen
in SPD anymore.
Gerri Butterfield, R.N., SPD
Supervisor since June, 1974, will be
heading to New Orleans, Louisiana,
to take over as Manager of Central
Medical Services at the 550-bed
Touro Infirmary.
Prior to her position at the Center,
Gerri was Director of Central
Services at Hahnemann Medical
College and Hospital in Philadelphia.
Gerri Butterfield

Utilization Review/
Discharge Planning

L~I
Gale Schmidt
- Editor
Jim Higgins - Associate
Editor
Janet Laudenslager
- Staff Assistant
Jack Dittbrenner
- Photography
DarIa Molnar - Photography

Tish Isack, Assistant Director of
UR/DP, has resigned to accept the
position of Executive Director of the
Clinical Oncology Program at
Allentown Hospital and A&SHHC.
Tish graduated from the
University of Pittsburgh with a B.A.
in Sociology and became a Medical
Social Worker at the Center in June,
1976.
Gail Hoke, Medical Social Worker,
will also be leaving the Center to
relocate in the Mechanicsburg area.
Gail started at the Center in
January, 1977.

Tish Isack

Marla Jolly has joined the staff as a full-time Medical Social Worker. She had
been temporarily assigned to the department during Department Director
MaryK Samios' maternity leave. Marla is a graduate of Ohio State University
with a B.S. in Social Work, and holds a Masters Degree in Social Work from
Catholic University, Washington, D.C.

ARGUS AWARDS ANNOUNCED
Coming up with an idea on prolonging the life of over 250 chairs
used within the Hospital Center was
a problem Jim Hofstetter of
Engineering spent some time
working on.
lt seems that the backrest of the
chairs were wearing out in 6 months
from repeated contact with desks
and the nurses' stations. Repairing
the backrest cost $31.50. Jim solved
the problem by developing a "double
lip" to surround the edge of the
backrest, at only a cost of $4.17 per
chair. Jim's persistence paid off for
him handsomely though. An award
from the Argus Committee was
made in the amount of $434.00 (10%
of 1st year savings). Congratulations.

An Operation Argus Award of
$198.34 for Respiratory Therapy's
Ray Smith represents a 10% 1st year
savings on a solution to a logistic
problem within the department.
According to Ray, "We were
ordering individual parts to
assemble ventilation monitor
adapter circuits, which measure our
patients' exhaled lung volumes. A
pre-assembled
version of these
circuits became available at a
significantly cheaper cost. Now we
are saving money and time, as we no
longer assemble these units."
For the Hospital Center, another
cost cutting idea. For Ray, an idea
that really pays off. Congratulations.

LPN COURSE, MATH EXAM
Lehigh County Community College will be offering a Basic Mathematics Class
for nurses and a Pharmacology Course for Licensed Practical Nurses. To enroll
in the Pharmacology for LPN course, students must first achieve a score of 70%
or above on a Pre-Pharmacology
Mathematics exam, to be given on August 14,
at 7:00 P.M., at LCCC, Room ST 204. The cost of the exam is $3.00 payable to
LCCC either before or on the night of the exam.
For those who do not achieve 70% or better and wish to retake the test, a
special mathematics course will be offered. This brush-up course will be given
at LCCC on the last night of the Basic Math course, November 7. Those who are
not enrolled in the course are eligible for either test. For more information,
contact LCCC at 799-1147.

POISON CENTER NEWS

Summertime,
Gas Crisis create
hazard!
Dr. Robert Fenstermacher,
Medical
Director of the Lehigh Valley Poison
Center, offers some excellent advice
on two summertime danges as well
as an additional danger brought on
by the seesawing availability of
gasoline.
On mushroom hunting ...
"There are old mushroom hunters,
and there are foolish mushroom
hunters, but there are no old, foolish
mushroom hunters," says Dr.
Fenstermacher concerning the
problem of determining whether or
not a wild mushroom is poisonous.
Many are, and even small amounts
of some can be deadly. Patients
treated by the Lehigh Valley Poison
Center for wild mushroom poisoning
range in age from 1 year through
adulthood. Symptoms include
stomach pain, severe nausea,
vomiting, dizziness, muscle
weakness in arms and legs, mental
confusion, and/or hallucinations.
On cookouts ...
Since summertime cookouts are
commonplace, care must be taken to
insure that charcoal or other outdoor
grills are used outdoors only. Used
indoors, th grills are deadly.

CAR POOL UPDATE
In a move to encourage car pooling by Hospital Center employees, a
"preferred" parking area will soon be established.
According to Richard C. Cipoletti, Assistant Administrator
for Human
Services, all employees who are car pooling should inform Personnel in order to
plan for the amount of preferred parking needed. To do this, simply fill out the
form below-with the required information and return it to Personnel.
1. Names, departments
and shifts of employees in car pool:

2. Where car pool originates?
3. How long in use?
4. Special comments.

According to Dr. Fenstermacher,
"families can die from the unscented
fumes of carbon monoxide which
accumulate quickly in an enclosed
space." Be sure to always have more
than adequate ventilation.
On gas siphoning ...
The Poison Center, along with
other poison centers across the
country, has seen a dramatic jump in
the number of poisonings from
gasoline.
During the acute shortage in our
area, as many as five poisonings a

day are reported from gas siphoning.
When sucking back the gasoline,
"the passage to your lungs is open. If
you choke or gag and the liquid
enters your lungs, pneumonia can
develop," according to Dr.
Fenstermacher.
Only a teaspoon of
gasoline in the lungs is all that is
necessary to cause chemical
pneumonia.
For more information on any of
these hazards or for aid, call the
Lehigh Valley Poison Center, 8212368.
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